
Welcome to Kindergarten! 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 I want to welcome you and your child to the wonderful world of 

Kindergarten! I am very eager to begin a fantastic year of learning 

together! This is an exciting time for your child as they make the transition 

to a young learner and also a unique time for you, realizing that your child 

is growing up. To make this experience easier for both you and your child, 

I have assembled some important information about our school routine for 

you to reference as needed throughout the year.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. You may email, call or send a note in with your child. 

My contact information: 

Phone- Rheems: 367-9121 

Email- amanda_capriotti@etownschools.org 

I look forward to an exciting year! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Capriotti 

 

 



Goals for the year: 

~to create a classroom family of learners and encourage a love for 
learning 
~to foster curious minds and impart practical, foundational 
knowledge 
~to acknowledge, accommodate and celebrate the uniqueness of 
every child 

 
Academics: 

1. Communication Arts: phonemic awareness, phonics, high 
frequency words, comprehension, literacy centers 
2. Math: numbers to 20, counting to 100, patterns, sorting, 2D and 3D 
shapes, adding and subtracting 
3. Social Studies: communities, citizenship, friendship, traditions  
4. Science: life science, environment 

 
Rheems Important Items: 

 
1. School Times: Morning Session ~ 8:50am – 11:35am (drop off begins 

at 8:30am and dismissal begins at 11:30am) 
 

2. Cycle Days: We follow a 5 day cycle. Your child will have library 
(day 5) and kinesis (days 1, 2, 3) on the same days each cycle. Since 
we have conferences on August 26th and 27th, Kindergarten’s first 
day of school (August 28th) will be a day 3. If we do not have school 
for any reason (holiday or inclement weather), the next consecutive 
school day will be the next cycle day. For example, if we have 
school on a Monday and it is day 4, but Tuesday is a snow day, 
when we return on Wednesday, it will be day 5.  

 
3. Book Bag: Please send your child to school everyday with his/her 

book bag! It would be helpful to label the book bag as well. Your 
child’s book bag should be large enough to hold their 
communication folder without bending it. Please do not allow your 
child to bring lots of extraneous items in his/her book bag, as it tends 
to damage communication folder and library books. Also, please 
label coats when they become necessary for school due to the 
weather. 
 
 



4. Communication Folder: Your child will get a communication folder. 
Please be sure this folder comes to school each day in your child’s 
book bag. One side is for items that are to be taken out and stay at 
home, while the other side is for items that are to be returned to 
school or for your notes to me. This side will also have the behavior 
calendar that your child will color each day. This is to stay in the 
folder for the entire month. 

 
5. Monthly Newsletters: Each month, you will have access to a 

newsletter that includes important information about the upcoming 
month, as well as the snack schedule. The newsletter is on my 
classroom website and paper copies are distributed. Please an eye 
out each month and review both sides carefully! J 

 
6. Homework: I believe that the connection between home and 

school is vital to student success, and homework can be a key 
component to this connection. Homework will always be sent home 
multiple days before it is due. Sometimes, homework will be a simple 
show and tell item, while others will be more ‘typical’ homework 
assignments. Some homework assignments will be projects for you to 
work on as a family. Please be on the lookout in the communication 
folder. Also, nightly reading to/with your child is always encouraged!  

 
7. Change in Departure from School: If your child’s departure routine 

changes in any way, please send a signed note from home on the 
day of the change. If your child is going home with someone from 
school, a signed note needs to be written from both parties. This 
procedure is critical to ensure the safety of all students. 

 
8. Volunteers: Please feel free to sign up for a variety of volunteering 

opportunities both inside and outside of our classroom. You are 
always welcome and your help is greatly appreciated! Please ask 
the school secretary or visit the district’s website to see volunteer 
requirements, as there is a variety of paperwork and clearances 
needed to volunteer within the school. 
 

9. Remind App: I use the Remind App (free!) to communicate 
messages to the entire class, as well as individual families. I can 
essentially send text messages to all who sign up and you can also 
send messages back to me privately. This is also a great way to 
communicate with me quickly and easily throughout the year. J The 
content in this app is also offered through simple texts if you do not 



have a smart phone, as well as through email if you do not have a 
cell phone. Lots of options! Please see the final page of this packet 
for directions 
 

10. Classroom Website: To access my classroom website- 
a. Go to www.etownschools.org 
b. Click on “select a school” and choose 

Rheems Elementary. 
c. Click on “classroom websites.” 
d. Click on my name- Amanda Capriotti. 

 
11. Scholastic Book Orders: Scholastic has a great selection of books for 

kids if all ages and reading level. If you choose to order books 
through Scholastic using our classroom code, points are rewarded 
directly to our classroom for free books! 

~Go to www.scholastic.com/readingclub 
~You will need to register by creating a username and 

password. 
~Enter the online classroom code: NFKWP 
~You can also order using paper order forms. Just send 

your child to school with the order form and payment, and I 
will process the order through Scholastic online. 

~Orders are delivered to school. I will send them home 
with your child or I can leave them with our secretary if you 
would like to pick them up (often done at the holidays). 

 
12. Pre-planned Early Dismissals: Throughout the school year, there are 

a number of scheduled Early Dismissals. We will follow a modified 
kindergarten schedule on these days in order to provide the most 
equitable amount of instructional time possible to each session. 

Early Dismissals (10/10, 11/25, 2/13, 3/5, 5/22 & the last day of 
school- currently 6/3) 

AM Kindergarten 8:50am-10:25am 
PM Kindergarten 10:55am-12:30pm 
 

13. Inclement Weather:  
2 Hour Delays: If there is a delay due to weather, we will follow 
a modified schedule. 

AM Kindergarten 10:50am-12:45pm 
PM Kindergarten 1:40pm-3:35pm 

Early Dismissal: If there is an early dismissal due to weather, PM 
kindergarten will NOT attend, as we cannot modify these days. 



 
14. Kindergarten Snack Information: Serving healthy snacks to children is 
important in providing good nutrition and supporting lifelong healthy 
eating habits. A daily snack has been a traditional part of the 
Kindergarten program in Elizabethtown Area School District and supports 
our nutritional standards. The snack experience allows students to gain 
valuable social skills in sharing, taking turns, and using manners. In our 
classroom, we have a ‘working’ snack to allow students the nutrition 
needed between meals, while also continuing our learning focus. In 
kindergarten, we do a shared snack rather than each student bringing 
their own. Each month, a snack calendar will be included with our 
classroom newsletter. If at any time throughout the year, providing snack 
places a burden on your family, please do not hesitate to let me know 
prior to your designated snack day. I can provide the snack, but notice is 
appreciated to ensure I’m prepared. Snack day is also calendar leader 
day so I will keep your child on the schedule regardless.  
 
*A good snack is individually packaged (either produced that way or 
portioned before sending in). This is vital to keep our day flowing 
seamlessly. We DO NOT have time to portion snacks for students. 
*A good snack can be opened and eaten independently in 5 to 10 
minutes, with no mess, while working on learning tasks. 
**A good snack involves no nuts due to potential peanut allergies! 
 
Healthy Snack Suggestions: 
apple/orange slices  mini rice cakes  raisins 
goldfish crackers   grapes   popcorn 
bananas    pretzels   go-gurts   
100% fruit snacks   carrots   animal crackers 
mini granola bars  string cheese  veggie straws 
 
 To promote healthy eating habits, cookies, mini-cupcakes, brownies, 
rice crispy treats, etc., will only be accepted as snacks on birthdays or 
special event days. Please make sure that even a birthday snack is sent 
individually portioned for each student. If you ever have any questions 
about snack, just ask! J Thank you so much! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Classroom Rules 
1. Be kind to others. 

2. Raise your hand to speak. 
3. Listen to others. 

4. Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself. 
5. Walk quietly in the building. 

 
Rheems Code of Conduct 

I am a leader who is respectful, responsible and safe. 
 

Behavior System & Consequences: 
 In our classroom, we use the traffic light behavior system. Each 
student starts the day ready to “GO” on the green light. If the child 
receives more than one verbal warning about breaking a classroom 
rule, they will move their clip to the yellow light, meaning “SLOW 
DOWN” - think about your behavior and the rules. If the child’s 
behavior continues, their clip will be moved to the red light and 
contact with home will be made so that we can work together as a 
team to create a better learning environment for your child. 
 In addition, every student will have the opportunity to move up 
on our behavior chart if they display exemplary behavior. Above 
green, we have purple- “GREAT DAY” and pink- “OUTSTANDING”. If a 
student ends the school day on outstanding, they will be able to pick 
a reward coupon. 
 Each day, the color your child is on at the end of the school 
day will be marked on their calendar in the communication folder. 
This calendar should be initialed each night and returned to school 
every day in the communication folder. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Rheems Elementary 
Car Rider Drop Off & Pick Up 

 
Here are a few items concerning car rider pick up and drop off of 
your student at Rheems. Because some parents are coming from 
work to pick up or drop off their child, as well as for all students’ 
safety, we would like to make this procedure as smooth and efficient 
as possible. Therefore, we would ask that: 
 

1. At Rheems, we have a Car Rider Circle located at the end of 
Lime Street that connects to the Kindergarten hallway. It is vital 
that students are dropped off and picked up in this location, 
and not at the front entrance (unless they are picked up early 
or dropped off late for some reason). 

2. PARENTS, PLEASE STAY IN YOUR CAR! If your child is unable to 
open the door independently, someone will come out to help 
them. Also, please continue to practice this skill at home. 

3. We try to “load” and “unload” 3-4 cars at a time for the sake of 
time and efficiency. If you are the first car in line, please DO 
NOT STOP IN FRONT OF THE DOOR. Please pull up to the 
sidewalk as far as you can so we can safely fit 3-4 cars for drop 
off and pick up. 

4. Please have your car window “sign” with your child’s name in 
the passenger side window. This will allow your child to be 
ready when all the cars have pulled up in line. This also ensures 
safety and allows us to begin associating students with specific 
cars more readily.  

5. Children may only get in the car on the school side (passenger 
side). No children may cross through car rider traffic to get to 
the other side (driver side of the car).  

6. If your child needs help to buckle their seat belt, please pull up 
to the post office area to do that so that the line can continue to 
move efficiently. This is another great skill to practice at home! 

 
Remember: Pull up – load your child – pull away – seat belt –  

enjoy the rest of your day! 
Thank you for your help and cooperation in this safety matter! 

 


